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Way Cleared By Congress
For Declaration State of
War Exists With Austria

Eigh

ty Are Lost |
When Apapa Sinks |

| Republican Associated Press Leased Wire)
LONDON, Deg, 5—Further details regarding the sinking of the British

steamer Apapa, which was torpedoed recently by an enemy submarine with |

# loas of some 80 passengers and members of the crew, say that the steames
with 160 passengers and a full complement of crew was proceeding to Liverpool

in A calm sea at 4 o'clock in the morning when she was struck by two torpedoes.

The shock wag tremendous and the passengers, mostly women, children

and invalids, wers thrawn from their bunks. There was no panis, although the |
Passengers in the fact of imminent peril, helped |

vessel was geing rapidly,

one another to sscure life belts and then in orderly fashion filed out upon

deck and into lifeboats.

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

WASHINGTON, Dec. - j.—Congress
cleared the way today for prompt re-
sponse to President Wilson's call for a
declaration of war with Austria-Hun-
gary. A joint resolution approved by
the president and the siate department
declaring existence of & stale of war
between the United States and the
Austro-Hungarian government from
to-dny noon, was introduced in the
house and unanimously approved by
the forelgn affuirs committee, It will

be reported tomorrow for beginning of
house debnte on Friday, with final ac-
tivn in the senate late this week or
early next week probable.

Conforming to the president’s recom-

|

The work of transferring the women and children to the small boats | mendations the resolution, which au-
was carried out without a hitch and with remarkable quickness. As the boats

rowed away from the sinking liner, submarines, of which it is believed there |

were two, came to the surfaco and commenced to shell the open boats and
despite the utmost efferts of the carsmen to get out of range, some casualities

accurred,
and landed.

HEALTH N CAMPS
S IMPROVIN

[Republican A. P. Leaned Wire] |

WASHINGTON, Dec L—Although |
health condittons genorally in Lhe ni-

nal wrmy and notipnal guard camps |
showed Improves it during the week
ending November 30, the number of
deaths mateyially Inurobsed,

The report of the division of Cleld
sanitation made pulilic todsy shows
Ihat there were 184 deaths among the
guurdsmen as compared with 97 the

previous week and TH among the draft |
men @S ngainst 80 the proceding weeh,

Oune hundred and thirty<four of the |
guardsmen and 49 of the draft men
Hed of poewmonin and % of the former |
pndl 18 of the lntter died of meningitia,

Dnly twe divisions, [lie Z3th (guard)
pnd 8Tth (nationul army) reported an
increase in cascs of mea=l and the
namber was wenall in 1 divisions
where there las bedn @ pldemic of
meanles e dinenae rently hus

Piw
been brought under control

Reporte from all but one of the di-
vidons In which pneumonis b
preavalent sho decreasa in the nume«

her of new cnses
I S

N T0 DEPOAT
ILL AGITATORS

s howen

[ Republican A P. Leased Wire]
JUAREZ, Dec. L
plotterns ngainst the
government will b

..... neitators
established
{ trom Chi-
ua City 1o the Tnited Statea by n
decree fimilar to that sued in Mexico

ty deporting & number of former Cl-|
entifion Jeuders, ThiN was miude known
tonight by passengers who arived from
tha capltal city.

Four promingnt busineds men of

anil

deporte

fiisa

Hunhus Clty were reeently e 3

from prison thers after heing held in-
vommunicado for two doys and their
wlitical activities investigated, Others
vers sibkd to be under survelllanoe and
a depurtution of all who wie feund to
he  implicated o the so-codled new
movement headed by Feollx Dz, Almi-

e sl Zapoata.

All pro-German propaganda hns been
ordered stopped In Chihuahua City
since the arrival of Generwl Francisco
Murguln thesc passenges slno stated,

Garman merchants had been posting
bulletine and maps showing Geoermuan
victories and thess were ordered taken
down,

v Hanchers and other refugees from
the El Valle, Namiquipa and San An-
tonlo districts of western Chihuahua
have arrived Casa Grandes with
thelr families in anticlpation of the in-
vasion.of the conntry by Viin'd forces.
A strong Villa colimn was reported to- |
night 1o have bheen seen moving in the
direction of Fl ¥alle from Santa Clars
canyon, Fodernl cavalry were alks re- |
poted to be in parsait |

PERSHING GINES
NS OF THOSE
HILLED 10 CTION

[Republican A, P. Leased Wire]
WABHINGTON, Dee. f. — General
Pershing today reporteda to  the war
department the names of two men |
killed in action in Franoe, seven men

Soverely wounded and four slightly
wouniied. |
The casunitlen oceurred between

November 12 and 17, eneral I'ersh-i
ing's esnige gave no detalls but the
men are believed to have been units

ocoupying front line trenches In
France, |

Thoge killed are:

Corporal Virgll G. Winebrenner,
Marton, Ind

Private Peler W. Ujtalowicz, Chi-
CaARO.

Those severely wounded are;
Private John A. Viole, Regglo Cali-

bria, Italy.

Sergeant Hurvey f. THHaburmw,
Jamesville, Va.

Private Darwin P, Kragle, 8t
James, Mo,

Private Benjamin H. Love, Bran-
denberg, Ky.

Private Paul Craptree, Portamouth,

Ohlo,

Private Andrew J. Hetsley, Ruasp-
herry, Ark. N
Private Lester Ritehey, Salem, O,

. The slightly wounded are:
4" Corporal Gus Perdue, New Boston,
1ilinojs,
Private David A, Saunders, Chicago
Private Mark U, DuferfMuch, Hunt-
ingburg, Ind,
Corpora]l Harvey O. Hall, Bavannah,
New York.

| & Giern

Aid, however, spon was forthcoming and the survivors were rescued

WILL SUPERY

Al

COAL CONTRACTS

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5.—Direet sup-
ervision of conl contracts will be ds-
wimed soon by the fus] administration,
Reculutions about to be issued provide
that operntors and wholesalety' con-
tracts must be submitted for approval
ind that none may be drawn to run
for o period hager than & year.

Deliveries on all contracts will be re-
quired to stat not later than six
months aftor the contracts are drawn.
Cantracts wil be subject 1o cumoel-
ltion at any time by the fuel admin-
istration and must call for delivery of
coul b government fixed prices at the

time of deolivery.
_ Except that they do net have to
e sulimitied to the fuel adminisirp-
tlom f.-_r nppraval retailers’ contraots
Are subject o the same regulations
48 thoss for operators and whole-
salers,

Complaints of high eoal prices in

many parts of the country drew from
Dr. Garileld today the statement that
Eovernment comrol or fuel has gone
Far towurd preventing runaway mark-
eta und that in many instunces prices
on domestle oonl actually have been
reduced.  Bituminous prices have been
cut down, he mid, almost everywhare.,
“Pr. Garfield eaid he was not con-
Fldering lieensing elther oual apsrators
or dealers for the present.

AUMANIA NOT FOR
SEPARATE PEACE

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]
LONDO S
trian official
Humanian

Dwe, b —Quoting an Aus-
stutement concerning a
proposal for the negotia-
tion of an afmistice, 4 Dritish officinl
announcemont tonight suys:
v There |8 no tmith whatever in this
shameful stutement™
Bringing Denial
A PACIFL . PORT, Dec. 5.—A mes-

sige from Kiog PFerdinumd of Ru-
manie declaring his country  would
pever make o Sepurate peace |s be-
Mg curried to Presldent Wilson by
members of the American Red Cross
missien to  Rumanis, which Janded
4t 0 Paclfic part yesterday, accord-
Ing to u statement here tonight by
Lisutenant Frunk Connes, interpreter
for the mission,

h=

CRUISER_'I;; BLOWN UP

[Republican A, P. Leased Wire]

COFENHAGEN, Dee. 5.—It i re-
ported from Dragoet, at the southeast
extremity of the Isknd of Amager that
auxiliary cruiser, the guard-

ship Botnia was biown up after a col-
lislon with & German mine fleld off
that coust. The crulser sink, but the
u:.ml_u-r of men lost is unknown, the
survivors refusing to glve any informa-
fion,  The loinia way fnr‘rnﬂ'rly n Rus-

st vessel, which was captured by
the Germans.

i - N——
FOR ATTEMPTED BRIBERY
[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

EL T'AS0, Dy, Samuel Levites,
an Americar of Austtian birth, from
New York, was bound over to await
the action of the federal grand Jury
liate todiy by i'nlteq States Commis-
sioner Samuel L, Kelly on a charge of
having attempted to bribe a BOVern-
mant officer. Levites was alleged to
have offered Immigration Inspector
Lewis Holaman $40 to permit his son
o eross tho International bLridge to
Mexico yesterday. His son David Is
being heid for investigntion in connee-
tion wit hthe selective draft.

thorizes and directs employment of the
patlon's armed forces agalnst Austria
and pledges the country’s resources o
victory, applies to Austria alone. Ger-
many's other allles, Turkey and Bul-
garta, ure not mentioned. )

As perfected by the house commif-
tee and ordered reported without a dis-
senting vote, the resclution reads as
follows:

“Whereas, the [mperial and royal
Austro-Hungarian government hos
seversd diplomatic relations with the
government of the United States of
Amertea, and has committed acts of
war against the government and the
people of the United States of Americh
smung which are its adherence to the
pulicy of ruthless submarine warfare
adopted by its ally, the imperial @er-
man government with which the
Unitedd Stateg of America Is at war,
and by glving to its ally active support
and ald en both land and sea in the
prosecution of war against the govern-
ment and the people of the United
States of America, therefore, be it,

RESOLVED, by the senaty and house
of representuatives of the United States
of America in congress assembied, that
a state of war be and Is hereby de-
clared to exist and to have existed
sinoe noon of the fifth day of Decem-
ber 1817, between the United States of
America and the imperial and royal
Austro-Hungarian government; &and

by authorized and directed to employ
the entire naval and miliry forces of
| the United States and the resources of
the government 1o caITy on War against
the imperial and royal Austro-Hun-
garian government, and to bring the
conflict to & successfal termination, all
the resources of the country arg here-
by piedged by the congress of the
Cnited States.”

| The senate forelgn relations commit-
| tee will consider the r lon infor-
mally tomorrow morning and Chalrman
Btone ¢xpects the committeés to report
to the senate, when it reconvenca Fri-
day. The senate.may. on Friday begin
consideration simultanecusly with the
housge.

tha war declaration extended to Tur-
| key and Buolgarin, approval of the reso-
| lution as it now stands is regarded as
| virtunlly certain.

Senator Stone and Represontative
Flood conferred with Secretary Lan-

sances yel
Turkey and Bulgaria.
stil] are sald to hope thut German dom-
ination of her lesser tools may yet be
broken. -

The argumenis were 50 persuasive
that in the two hours deliberations to-
day of the house foreign affairs com-
mittee on the Austrian war resolution
lrmly one member, Representative Mii-

ler of Minnesota, who recently returned
fromn the western European war the-
ater voted for hls proposal to include,
Turkey and Bulguria in the resolution
On the final vote he joined with all
others present in approving the Aus-
trian document.

The principal debate and strongest
demind for addition of Turkey and
Bulgaria to the patlon's formal foes, is
expected in the senate. One day’s de-
bate is  expected to suffice in the
house. Passage of the resolution by an
overwhelming vote before adjournment
of the house Friday Is expected.

SIYTEEN SHIPS
SUNK 1§ WEEK

[Republican A, P. Leased Wire]

LONDON, Do, b—Sixteen British
merchantmen of more than 1,600 tons
were sunk by mines or submarines in
the past week, according to the ad-
miralty statement tonight. One vessel
under 1,600 tons and four fishing ves-
sels also were sunk.

| The losses to British shipping by
mine or submarine the previous week
comprised fourteen merchantmen. of
1600 tons or over and seven of less
than that tonnage.

R —
REBELS TAKE CHANGKING

Rep AP, L d Wire]

PEKING, Dec. i.—Rebels have taken
the city of Changking. Panic exists
there. Japanese marines have lunded
to protect foreigners, .

(T

[INDU CONSPIRATORS

ADMIT

THEIR GUILT

[Republican A. P. Leasad Wire]

SAN FRNCISCO, Dee¢. (L.—Sensa-
tional developments marked the trial
of the defendants in the so-called
Hindu conspiracy plot here today in
the United States district court,

Three of the most prominent de-
fendnnts  unexpectedly  substituted
pleas of guilty for not gullty and
had the dates for imposition of
santenee set: United States Attorney
Preston nsked that defendnnts now
out on ball be remanded Into custody;
the Hindu defendants crested an
uproar over what they allaged was
the inaccurate tranzlation of the of-
ficial Hinduy interpreter and & new
witness guve testimony purporting to
show the activities or Berlin officlals
in widing in the alleged plot to over-
throw British rule in Indin,

The defendants who withdrew their
pleas of not guilty were: Lieutenant
Wilhelm von Brinckemy former mili-
tary attache of the German consulate
here; George Roedek, former Germin

1 at H » #nd former presi-
dent of the Hawellan BSugar Plant-
ers’ assoclation, and H. A. Schroeder,
who succeeded Roedek at Honolulu.

Attorneys for the three defendants
explained that the facts surrounding
their cases differ materially from
those of the other defendants.

Roedek and Shroeder are to be
sentenced December 22; von Brincken
next Monday,

In requesting that the defendants
now out on bail be taken into cus-
tody, the government's prosecutor
said that they were being annoyed
and that attempts had been made to
approach them. Decision in the mat-
ter was _postponed until  tomorrow
pending the appearance of a witness
for the prosecution.

Open reiteration by the Hindu de-
fendants of their charges that the
testimony was not translated
correctly, brought coriea of “that Is
not right,” “the converpation is being

repeated wrong,” and “this is not jus-
tice.” An uprosr in court followed.

that the president be, and he Is herc-|

sing and it was understood to be the| to
searetiry’s conviction that no clrcum- | expressed whether
warrants action against!| would
Some officinls |

Zone System of
Stock Shipments
To Be Instituted

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

WASHINGTON, Dee. b.—Afler =ugc-
cepsful operation at Kansas Clty sineoe
November 12, the zone system for five-
stock shipments will Lo iostitated at
Chicago, the food administration an-
nounced tonight, beginning December
10, The plan worka out to relisve
wir-time  terminal  congestion, has
solved a problem that has bothered
livestock deglers ang] trunsporiution
experts for twenty years.

Under the zone system livestovk ter-
ritory adjucent to the receiving centers
is divided so that shipments ave eqguanl-
| fzed throughout elx days of the week.
| Ench zone has a shipping da¥ and is
not permitted to meve it2 stock on
other days, The plan ha=s stabilized
prices as well as receipts.

For more then two generations |t
has been the custom to ship livestock
to market largely on Mondays and
Tuesdays, The result has been con-
gested tracks and roceiving pens and
fluctuating prices.

T0 UNITE

ROADSIN
WARTIME

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

WASHINGTON. Iee, b.—Immodiate
action to effect natiopn! unification of
the¢ mllroads, either by govermment
operation or by suspension for the war
of ‘anti-trust and anti-pooling laws, 0
federtl loan and regulation of security
issues to permit more effective volun-
| tary co-operation, was recommended
today by the interstale commerce com-
mission in a special report to cun-
JEN

Neither plun was specifically
|doﬂ!ed. but an implication that the
miajority belleved the raillronds might
successfully work out their own unifi-
cation, prompted Commissioner Me-
Chord to submit A& separate report em-
phatically urging government control
and suying “the strong arm of gav-
srnment authority is essentizl If the
Iranspariation system. is to be radical-
ly improved.” Any yoluntary pooling

TITANIC STRUGGLES SEEM
INDICATED BY PREPARATIONS

IN FRANS

|

plan would fafl td meet war exlgencies, |

| he declared, because of the unavold-
able influence of solfishness among
rouds.
There was no disaztvement as io the
| proposition that competition among the
railroands must be dimnished, i not al-
together ellminated, 1o prevent i seri-
| ous breakdown of transportation facil-

« | ities under the war's strain.
Although sentiment remains strong |

In both branclies of congreas. to have | tion for the difflcultics—an Inorease do |

The rallfoads’ own proposed solu-
rmtes in order to aitruct capital—wan
characterized as entirely inndequata by
the commission. Even with more funds
the report sald the shortage of equfp-
ment eould not be remedled materinlly
because of the inability of industries
manufacture it. Doubt wxdso was
sufficient capital
be attracted In view of the
| flotation of such enormous quuantities
of government war spourities,

These conslderations led the com-
misgsion o what it considered an inevit-
able conclusion that a high state of
efficiency ecould be muintained for the
rallroads only by tharough co-opéra-
tion, elimlnation of duplication’ of
rontes and other clements of expense
and ecnergy and elimination of the
econotnic waste which comes {rom
competition. This would mean, it waa
pointed out, a complete reconstruction
of the pollcies under which railrvads
have been developed.

If the alternative of government op-

eration under the direction of the pre=i-
dent be adopted, sal the commission,
suitable guaranty of an adequate an-
nual return should be given, with, pro-
vision by which the roads could re-
Imburse the government for improve-
mentd after the propertles are returned
to private owners,
" The only hint of the commission's
attitude townrd the rallroad’s pending
application for fifteen per cent higher
rates, was given in an assertion that
the roads are entitled to demand just
and reasonable rutes, wufflclent to yield
fair returns, and the nomment that al-
though rallway carnings in the pust
year have broken all records, the pur-
chasing power of the carnings is great-
Iy decreasad.

Steps taken by the milroad hoard
twn weeky nge to puol cars, operate
ronds somewhat as a unit by load-
ing facilitics of one to another, were

L"nﬂ!lxﬂizml by Commissioner MeChord

in his supplementary reports as valu-
able, but he maintalned they were only
hall way measures. He sald the rail-
roads now are taking orders from too
many government agencies—the intor-
state commerce commission, the war
industriea bonrds, priority director and
the war and navy departments, the
shipping board and {he fuel and food
administrations. As a result the con-
fllet of orders ani priority, he said,
“Hallrad operation s approaching a
chaotic condition.” ¢

If President Wilson does not olect
to take over and operate the rallroads,
Commissioner MeChord declared, the
next best plun would be to enact leg-

(Continued on Page Thres)

The stores are all ready for your

Christmas buying. They have
great stocks of wonderful gifts,
All are well displayed for your
telection and the varieties are
greater than ever. To buy early
is & gift you can make the store
folks as well as affording you a
better opportunity for selections

See the Christmas Ads
Every Day in The Re-
publican.

.

| Btates will be represented, it having

l.

ing It

Dual Monarchy

For Peace With Honor

L. ‘a"&a,-'

Ready

.94.'18 !
e

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]
ANMSTEEDAM, Fo—A
recely

e, dispateh

d here from Vienna guotes Em-
peror Charles of Austric-Hungury as
an

saying In
German de

address to an Austro-
ation that the dual mon-
archy is ready at any tlme to conclude
prace that would guarantee the in-
trgrity of the mﬁ‘mrch,\\ He udded,
however, that his country would not
cense fighting until ity enemies re-
nounced their Intentions of dismember-

“The glorious successes of our arm-
isg and fles” suid Emperor Charles,
“fill us with patriotic tride. After a
glurions defense of our positions we are
now, as before, ready at any time to
conclude an  honoruble peace which
ruarantors the existénce and integrity
of the monarchy.

“Ghilded by this idea we greeted with
Joyful satisfaction the noble minded
Intervention of the Pope and will in
the future peglect no opportunity to
end as soon as possibile the costly and
great sacrifice the war is cansing.

“fn the spirit of these intentions our

government has declared 2 readiness
w wept the R inn government's
invitation 1o entar into negotintlons for
a general peace.  May the blessings of
the Almighty rest upon this work for
peace and restore the peoples of Europe
to a state of reconcillation and mutual

L.

“The sorely tried Russian people may
be sure that we sincerely desire to re-
store our former friendly rel=tions with
them.

“On the other hand, we must regard
it our sacred duty not to lay down the
sword which plunder-seeking and ra-
pacious neighbors foreed into ugor hands
until our enemles unequivocally have
disavowed thelr 'mud plans of dismem-
lierment and oppression,

“We will remsin the masters in our
own house. Our alliance with the
German empire has been gloriously
strengthened by our victorlous march
southwest, Our most cordial and fra-
ternal relations binds us to the pro-
gressive Bulgarian people. 1 confi-
dently hopg o period of fresh prosperity
and secure development awaits the
closely allied Ottoman empire.”

DUPLICATIONS T0
Bt MVOIDED BY
ALLIED NATIONG

[Republican A, P. Leased Wire]
LOXDON, Dec. 5.—Consideration a';f|
the question of man power for the
prosecution of the war was one of the
important maotters tiken up by the in-
tor-allied conference in Paris, it bhe-
came Known today when the offieial
summary of the results of the confer-
ence was made public.
In the permanent committee which
will handle this problem tha United

besen decided by the conference that
the United Statez ghouldg appoint dele-
gates (o participate in the deliberations |
of the committes, l

The conféerence decided to create nnh
internations] organization to enordinate |

utilization of iransport facilities. In
this way, withe-ut hampering the em-
ployment of #ie variops nations' re- |
sourees, it # planned for them to re-

strict thele Imports to permit as much |
tonnage ax possihle to be released rnr|
carrying of Ameriean troops. The con-

ference provided for an inter-allied |
committee tocnrry out the decisions of
the body with regard to unity of action
in the production of war munufactiires
sueh as armament and alrplanes by
wiy ‘of avolding duplicntions and for
specialization by the various nations
in the brinches of production for which |
they are beast fitted.

The statement issued by the inter- |
allied conference in Paris Is as follows:

"The varicus commitiees constituted
by the inter-allied conference dealt as
a whole with the technlenl gquestiosn of
the conduct of the war, the details of
which cannot be published. However, |
&t the conclusion of their deliberations,
the committer declded Lo publish the
following re=olutions:

“The finuncinl section, meeling un-
der the presidency of Louls Klotz
(French minister of finance} hald num- |
erous sittings in the course of which
the varisus financial questions Inter-
esting 10 the ullies were succesively
examined. At the end of its labors this
section unanimously adopted the fol-
lowing resolution:

“ *The delegates of the allied powers
in the financial section consider it de-
girable, with & view to co-ordinating
their efforts, to meet regularly ln order
tyy draw plans for the puyment of lia-
bilities and the settlement of loans and
ratis of exchange and thus assure con-
certed action.”

“Oscar T. Crosby (assistant secre-
tary of the treasury of the United
States) and M, Klotz told the section

I.-’rum in Europe.

(Continued on D'age Three)

BRATILIANS WILL

aTUDY MUNITIONS

[Republican A, P. Leased Wire]
NEW YORK, Dec. 5—A commission
sent by the government of Brazil to
muke o study of American munition
factories during the next year or eigh-
teen months with® a view to enabling

| the latin republic to expand her am-

munition manufacturing facilities to
meet her war needs arrived in this city
toduy,

The members, eight army cofficers
and one civilian, plan to go to Wash-
ington early next week to be intro-
duced to President Wilson.

A tour will be made of American cit-
les where munitions are made,

Purchase of powder, machineg uns,
small arms and ammunition for Bra-
zil's army and navy will be one of the
purposes of the mission, it was stated,
but the chief ubiect is the eventual de-
velopmens of g0 many munition making
plantk in Brazll that foreipn orders will
not have to be placed. These factories
probably will be modeled after those in
the United States,

Capuain  Marcolino Fagundes, a
member of the mission, sald that while
tirazllian warships probably would stay
on the American side of . the Atlantle,
it would not be surprising if Brazilinn
troops take their place on the battle

>

TRAIN GOES |N DITCH

CASPER, Wyo, Deec. 5,—0One man
wiis killed and two were seriously in-
Jured in a wreek of train number 30 on
the Chicagoe, Burlington and Quincy
rallrdad rear Lysite, Wyo., tonighy, A
student engineer named Carson was
the man who was Killed. Engineer D,
T. Amend’s legs were broken and an-
other engineer named Smith was se-
verely scalded. The wreck occurred six
miles from Lysite. Details of the acei-
dent are unknown here.  Superinten-
dent Allen has gone to the scene of the
wreck on a speclal tralo.

EIGHT DIE IN EXPLOSION

{Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

PITTSBURG Dec. §5—Eight men
were killed, two are missing and more
than 25 were injured, many of them
seriously, late wday by an explosion
that wrecked the "T. X. T plint of
the Actud Chemicul company at Heid-
elberg, o suburbh. The explosion did
dumage estimated at 3260,000 to the
plunt and shattered windows in factor-
les and homes for a radius of nearly
two miles, All of the dead and injured
are employves of the company. The
cause of the explosion has not been
determined.

EOERAL MEDIAT
END TWIN GIT

IN MAY
Y TRAGTION FU3:

[Republican A. P, Leazed Wire]

ST. PAUL Minn, Dec. 5—Hopeful
of federal mediation in the dispute be-
tween the Twin City car lines and some
of thelr emploves, representatives  of
more than 200 local unions late today
voted to adjourn their convention and
thus do away, lemporarily at least,
with the possibllity of what would be
in effect o general sympathetic strike.
After telegraphing Secretary of War
Buker that foderal mediation would be
welcome, the convention leaders de-
cided to await his reply before putting
inte effect the proposed “indefinite
convention™ and the men were ordered
to return to work tomorow, subject te
cill December 11, should the differences
not be settled to the carmen’s satisfac-
tion.. In the meantime no demonstra-
tions of any kind and no strike vote
will be taken, according to J. M. Clan-
cy president of the St. Prul Wades and
Labor Assembly,

Dispatches from Washington indi-
cated that the war department would
consider action.

It was said that the suggested “in-
definite convention” would result in a
tie-up of war industries of various
sorts here as well as the important
shops of biz transcontinental rallroads
and that the war department was di-
rectly interested in a sotilement of the
troubles.

The stroet car service was declared
to be within 38 per cent of normal In
the twin eitigs, though company offi-
clals admitted that 500 men had joined
the walkout due to their refusal to
abide by the safety commission's order
directing the disuse of union buttona.

Ten davs ago the company locked
out its pnion emploves by refusing cars

to men who wore buttons

Some addresses described as “fiery”
were made by speakers at today's’
meeting, who included representatives
pf the Non-Partisan League and May-
ors Van Lear of Minneapolls and Irvin
pf 8L Paul. All, however, cautioned
the men against violence and no dis-
brder of any Kind was reported to have
followed the meesting.

All saloons have been closed since
vesterday afternoon. Home guards
were on duty at car barns and other
~trategic points,

Western Producers Protest
Against Silver Price Fixing

E AND IN ITALY

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]
While for moment
no infantry operations of great mag-
nitude In progress of
battle fronts, indications &are
that shortly. the Cambrai
sector in France anid the northern
line in the Italian theater will again
witness titunie struggles with the
Austro-Hungurians and the Germuans
the aggressors.

Already the Germans In the Cam-
bral region have brought up rein-
forcements with the object of blotuing
out the salient driven into their line
by General Byng's intrepild dash, a
small portion of which they have re-
conquerad but at a fearful price.

In Italy, along the Sette Comuni
and the Aslago platean, cnemy guns
of all calibers huve opens dfire on
the Italian positions and several hill
positions have been captured in small
attacks. Both before Cambrai and
in the Italian region the allied armies
are awaiting with complacency the
enemy’s assaults,

While nedar” Cambral it is conceded
that the British' will be forced by
reason of the dangerous ealient held
by the snemy in their line to same-
what straighten out their front,, op-
timism s expressed that on the
whole General Byng's forces will ba
dble to give a good accounting for
any Aattacks the enemy may launch.

Lilkewise the menuce of a2 dash by
the Austro-Germans out upon the
plans of Venetian has besn provided
for hy the reinforcement of tha
Italians with British nand French
troops and guns, If Field Marshal
von Hoetzendorf, commander of the
enemy troops should be able to
breach the line and gain hils objec-
tive, it will be only arter one of the
most sanguinary  encounters of
the war.

In Mesopotamia the British and
Russlan troops pave carried out n
successful operntion against the
Turks but just where, nag not been
stited. This has significance, Inas-
much as it is the firet report of tha
flghting of the Russians with the
British in this region since they
formed a junction after the British
captured Bagdad.

Although a British official announce-
ment characterizes as a “shameful
statement” the reports from Berlin and
Viennu that Rumania nas proposed to
enter into negotlations for ap armis-
tice with the Teutonie aliles, both Ber-
lin and Vienna reiterated that nego-
tidtions are in progress,

Submarines or mines were respon-
sible for the sinking last weex of six-
teen British merchantmen of more than
1690 tons each, s compared with 14
the previous week. Only ocne vesael
under 1,600 tons was sent to the bot-

tom, however, as compared with seven
the previcus week.
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___Germans Are Inactive

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, De¢, 5—The Germans toduy
siill were inactive along the most of
the new battle front. Fighting was in
progress around a fortified farm north
of Havincourt after an enemy aitihck
in the marning, bur no other affensive
developed usainst the British line up
10 noon,

There had been rumors of an -
tack south of Marcoing, but it did not
matecialize; it is possible it hag been
postponed because of the heavy casual-
ties suffered by wvom Hindenburgs
forees Monday.

The Germuns doubtless hope to push
back the british line and recapture
the front between La Vacquerie and
Marcoing. The sharp salieat which
General Byng is holding about Bour-
lon wood has given rise to interesting
military problems, Tha British have
held this line against repeated heuvy
attacks but there {5 no gainsaying that
it is a difficult position to mainiain
and it is considered that the Britizh
front would ‘be considerably strungoer
without it

The weed is filled with poals of
waler, over which the gas from sholls
hangs some fimes for 24 hours, In ad-
dition the German guns nre abio o
reach it from maey directions owing to
the bend in the line,

There is an Interesting report that
a few Hritish cavalrymen actually en-
tered the town of Cambrai at the be-
ginning of General Byng's aoffensive.
They were in small numbers, how-
ever, and were withdrawn immediately,
as they were far in advince of the
main body. The enemv had brought
in two fresh divisions to the Marco-
ing area.

There is no indication that General
von der Marwitz's great offensive has
been abandoned and the presence of
further fresh Infantry divisions in the
Cambral area shows that the enemy
has not yet lost hope of inflicting a
shirp defeat on the British. The Brit-
igh line now Is very strongly held and
can withstand any sledge hammer
pressure and the anxiety—the nutural
éffect of the first two days onslaugh
—has been followed by & fesling of
cheerfulness and eomplote confidence

The number of British batieries has
been greatly inereused and thels ao-
curiate counler shelling of the cnemy's
Ftrong artillery groups east of the
scheldt has effectively reduced their
activity.

The British airmen in clear weither
continue to dominate completely the
German alreraft and bomb marching

(Continued on Page Thros)
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SALT LAKE CITY, Dec. 5.—A vigor-
pus protest against government price
fixing for other than patriotic reasons
and an appeal to congress for gonvic-
tion of inequalities in the excess prof-
fts tax law were embodied in resolu-
tions unanimously adopted today by
meta]l producers from six  western
slates in conference here,

After some consideration by special
committees and limited discusslon on
the floor. the convention voted to take
no actlon with reference to lead and
zine until such time as the government
attitude indicated that the fixing of
the prices of these products was under
consideration. The sense of the meet-
ing was that should such an oosasion
arise, the convention wonkd favor ac-
tion similar to that recommended in
the resolution bearing on the silver
quéstion.

The convention voted to form a per-
manent committee composed of two or
more delegates from each wesgern stats
interested in the metal industry o
present the metal producers’ case be-
{oa the proper authorities in Washing-
ton December 14,

The delesntes are to be appainted by
the mining organizations of the Te-
spective states represenied at the con-
ferendce and  other western  states will
lie invited to take similar action. Tha
committee 2 to make its headguarters
&t the quarters of the American mine
congress it Washington. ?

A m was sent to Secretar:
MeAdoo at the closge of the conference
setting forth briefly the metion taken
by the comvention and advising him
that the committes would be in Wash-
ington December A4 to discuss the
matter fully.



